
 

 

 Briar Woods High School 

 A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Parents and Students, 
Welcome to the 2012-2013 school year. I hope that you had a restful and relaxing 
summer and that you are ready for another exciting school year. Our enrollment 
continues to grow at a fairly rapid pace. We ended last year with around 1750  
students. At this point, we are around 2000 students. We added several new staff 
members for this coming year due to our growth. All of our new staff members 
are very well qualified and they are excited to be a part of the Briar Woods     
community. 
 
Toward the end of this past school year, our school was recognized by Newsweek 
Magazine as one of the best high schools in the nation. This is the third          
consecutive year that we received this amazing distinction. We were also once 
again recognized by the Washington Post as one of the best high schools in the 
nation in it's annual Challenge Index. The Challenge Index is a reflection of the 
school's ability to prepare it's students to be successful after graduation. We are 
proud of our students in all they have been able to achieve.  
 
Please make sure that you read the main body of this newsletter for some        
important information, including upcoming meetings and Back-To-School Night. 
 
Enjoy the remainder of your summer. See you soon. 
 
                                                                         Ed Starzenski 
 

                                                                   
                                                                   
                                                           
 

                        Back To School Night! 

Our Back to School Nights will take place on Monday, September 

12th for the 9th and 10th grade parents and on Monday, 

September 19th for the 11th and 12th grade parents.  

                 Come meet your student’s teachers! 



 

         Back To School Night 
 
Due to our increase in student enrollment and our lack 

of sufficient parking, we will hold two back to school 

nights. Back to school night for freshmen and sopho-

more parents will be held on Monday, September 10th 

beginning at 7:00 p.m. Back to school night for junior 

and senior parents will be held on Monday, September 

24th beginning at 7:00 p.m. Parents are to report 

directly to their child’s first period class on 

both nights. It is important to bring a copy 

of your child’s schedule with you that        

evening so you do not have to stand in line to 

get a copy from your child’s counselor in the 

main foyer. We want to start the program promptly 

at 7:00 so we are relying on you to be on time with a 

copy of your child's schedule in hand. Your                

cooperation with this request is greatly appreciated. 

Students and staff will be available in the main foyer 

when you arrive to help direct you to first period class. 

     Freshman & New Student         
                  Orientation 

 
There will be a meeting for all students new to 
BWHS this year at 10:00am on Thursday,  August 
23rd. We will assemble in the auditorium. After staff 
introductions and  welcoming remarks, we will    
provide freshmen with a copy of their schedule.    
Upperclassmen new to BWHS will have an orienta-
tion conducted by the Guidance department. The 
students will follow their class schedule and have an 
opportunity to meet all of their teachers. Freshmen 
who are not able to attend the orientation will        
receive a copy of their schedule on the first day of 

school in homeroom. Parents will need to drop 
off their student in front of the building 
before 10:00am and pick up their student 
no later than 12:00 in front of the building. 
Your cooperation with this request is greatly           

appreciated. Car pooling is highly encouraged. 

Parent Meeting 
 

There will be a meeting for all parents 
new to BWHS this year on Wednesday,  
August 22nd at 7:00 p.m. in the           
auditorium. The purpose of the meeting is 
to  introduce you to some key personnel 
from the school. These individuals will 
have some important information to 
share with you relative to their specific  
responsibilities. Some of the topics to be 
discussed will include flex schedule,    
discipline policies, guidance procedures, 
etc… 

        First Day of School 
 
The first day of school is Monday, August 

27th. The school day begins at 9:00 a.m. 

Barring any unforeseen circumstances, we 

intend to mail home all sophomore, junior 

and senior student schedules prior to the 

first day of school (freshmen will receive 

their schedules at the Freshman Orientation 

on August 23 - see above). The home room              

assignment will be listed at the top of the 

schedule of classes. All students are to  

report directly to their home room by 

9:00 on the first day of school. If for some 

reason you do not receive a   schedule in 

the mail, then check for your home room 

assignment on posters that will scattered 

throughout the main foyer. Home room  

assignments will be alphabetized by grade 

level on the posters in the main foyer. 

Freshmen and new students who are not 

able to attend the new student orientation 

will receive their schedule in 

home room on the first day of 

school 



 

 
 
  
   
2012-2013 School Calendar 

August 27 First Day of School for Students 

September 3 Holiday (Labor Day) 

October 8 Holiday (Columbus Day) 

November 2 End of the Grading Period 

November 5-6 Student Holiday ( planning/records/conf. ) 

November 21-23 Holiday (Thanksgiving) 

December 24-31 Winter Break ( Classes Resume January 3 ) 

January 1 Holiday (New Year's Day) 

January 17 End of Grading Period 

January 18 Moveable Student Holiday ( planning/records/conf. ) 

January 21 Holiday ( Martin Luther King Jr. Day ) 

February 18 Holiday ( Presidents' Day ) 

March 22 End of Grading Period 

March 25-29 Spring Break 

April 1 Student Holiday ( planning/records/conf. ) 

May 27 Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 6 Last Day of School for Students/End of Grading Period 

NOTE: Parents with child-care or other weekday scheduling concerns – date of the 
Moveable Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters 
may change if the school calendar must be changed due to school closings for in-

clement weather or other emergencies 



 



 
 
Our school’s Health Clinic Assistant/Registered Nurse is Gail LeFloch. She works in the clinic each day from 8:00 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. The health clinic assistant is supervised by a Registered nurse (Resource Nurse) whom school staff can 
contact at any time for advice or emergencies. HCAs are trained in first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), use 
of an external automatic defibrillator (AED), and medication administration.  The resource nurse visits the school     
regularly.  Please check the website for the resource nurse for your school. Clinic personnel (HCAs and nurses) are not    
allowed to make a medical diagnosis.  If you have an urgent medical concern, please take your child to their personal 
physician or a medical facility.   
 

If your child has any significant medical needs, please notify the HCA/RN even if the school has been notified in      

previous school years.  If your child has asthma, diabetes, seizures, life-threatening allergies, or other medical            

conditions, you and the physician will need to complete a form so the school can understand and address your child’s 

needs. These forms are available on the Loudoun County Public School (LCPS) website. These forms must be updated 

each school year.  

 

School-Sponsored After-School Activities and Sports 

If your child has diabetes, an epinephrine auto-injector, an inhaler, or other emergency medication at school, please   

notify the teacher/sponsor that your child has the health concern. Also notify the health clinic assistant/nurse 1-2 weeks 

prior to the event. The clinic is closed after dismissal and the HCA/RN is not in the building.  Arrangements need to be 

made to have medication available and to train staff. It is strongly suggested that middle and high school students carry 

their own inhaler and/or epinephrine auto-injector for quick access to medication. For students to carry an inhaler, the 

physician must complete and sign the “Asthma Action Plan” giving his/her permission for the student to carry the in-

haler, and the parent and student must sign page 3, the “Parent/Student Agreement for Permission to Carry an Inhaler”. 

For students with an epinephrine auto-injector, the physician will need to sign the bottom of “Allergy Action Plan” and 

the parent and student will need to sign page 2 under “Agreement for Permission to Self-Administer and/or Carry     

Epinephrine.”  For students with diabetes to carry any of their medical supplies, the diabetes form, Part 4: “Permission 

to Self-Carry and Self-Administer Diabetes Care,” needs to be signed by the physician, parent, and student. 

 
If your child is ill because of a contagious disease such as the flu, strep throat, chickenpox, etc., it would 

be helpful to note the reason for the absence when you call the absentee call-line. This will help the 
school take measures to know the extent of the disease and reduce its spread. 

 
Students who have fevers should be kept at home until free of fever for 24 hours. Students who do not feel well should 
stay home. When students come to school ill, they not only are unable to participate fully in class, but they may also 
infect other students with their illness. 
 
A parent or guardian must deliver any medication (prescription or non-prescription) to the school office or clinic.     

Students may not transport any medication to or from school.  Parents are responsible for picking up any    

unused medication. Medication remaining in the clinic at the end of the year will be destroyed according to state and 

LCPS guidelines  
 

If your child takes a prescription medication and missing a dose would have serious health consequences (seizure medi-

cation, insulin, etc.), it is strongly suggested that a 24-hour supply of the medication be left in the school clinic in case 

of a prolonged school day. The medication must be in an original pharmacy-labeled bottle and have a physician’s order 

on file in the clinic.  The order must give the times during the 24-hour period that the medication is to be administered  
The health clinic assistant/nurse must have written instructions from the physician in order to administer prescription 

medications. These should include: 
   

 Student’s name 
 Name and purpose of the medication 
 Dosage and time of administration 
 Possible side effects and measures to take if those occur 
 End date for administering the medication 
 Parent signature giving permission to administer medication  

   Contact physician & Physician’s signature. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LCPS will not accept parent/guardian amendments to a physician’s order, including any restriction 
of the principal’s designee (HCA/RN) from contacting the physician to clarify the medical order. 
The “Authorization for Medication Administration” form should be used for physician’s orders.  
Copies of this form as well as other medical forms are available in the school office or at the LCPS 
website under Student Health Services  
 
All prescription medication must be in the original pharmacy bottle with the proper label containing 
the student’s name, medication, dosage, and instructions for administration.  Upon request, most 
pharmacies will provide an extra labeled bottle with the proper amount of medication for school.  
Please do not send more than a 60-day supply of medication.   
 
If the health clinic assistant/nurse needs to give non-prescription medication: 

 
It must be in an original package with the name of the medication and            

instructions; 
she must have a note from the parent regarding when and how much medication 

to administer; 
she will only give the amount listed on the package for your child’s age and 

weight and  for the recommended length of time the student should receive the 
medication unless she has doctor’s orders on the “Authorization for Medical     
administration” form to dispense differently. 
she cannot administer medication that is not in its original container. 

 
For the HCA/RN to give acetaminophen (generic Tylenol) to your child, you must have completed 
the section on the emergency card that gives permission and sign it.  Parents/guardians of       
elementary students will be contacted before any acetaminophen is given in order to assure that it 
has not been given at home. Because acetaminophen taken in large amounts over a period of time 
can cause liver damage, middle and high school students may only receive four doses of aceta-
minophen in a four-week period. Before a fifth dose is given, the parent/guardian will be         
contacted. 
 
Be sure to keep the “Emergency Information” updated so we can reach you if your child is ill or 
injured. This can easily be done on-line through the Parent Information Management System 
(PIMS) on the LCPS website. 
 
All 3rd, 7th, and 10th grade students and students new to LCPS will be screened for vision and hear-
ing during the first 60 days of school. Kindergarten students who did not have distance vision 
screening or hearing tests within two months of the beginning of school will also be screened. 
 
Virginia requires that school divisions provide information on scoliosis to parents of students in 
grades 5 through 10.  
 



 



 

Disability Notice 
 

If due to a disability, you need          

assistance to enable you to             

participate meaningfully in any 

LCPS sponsored activities, please 

contact Principal Starzenski at 

(703) 957-4400 at least five  

working days prior to the      

scheduled activity. 

    Briar Woods Absentee Call-In Line 

 
When a student will be absent from school, par-
ents are asked to call the attendance call-in line. 
The number is (703) 957-4409. Please leave The 
following information when you call: 
 

  1. Date 
 
  2. Student name 
 
  3. Grade 
 
  4. Reason for the absence 
 
  5. Your identity 
 

For your convenience, this is a 24 hour answering ma-
chine. If you forget to call on the day of the absence, 
you must send a note with your student on the day 
they return to school. Without a phone call or note, the 
absence will be considered unexcused and disciplinary 
action will be taken. 

           Early Dismissals 
 

Parents: When requesting an early     

dismissal, please send your written    
request with your student that 
morning.  Mrs. Calder will write them a 
pass to  excuse them at the appropriate 
time. This will alleviate the need to     
disrupt the classroom. Thank you for 
your cooperation.  

 Meal Prices For 2012-2013 
 

Free and reduced lunch applications are 
available at the school and will be      
distributed in homeroom on the first day 

of school. Please complete the form promptly and  
return it to your homeroom teacher. The cost for 
student lunch will be $3.10 and breakfast will 

be $2. Students may pay for lunch by the week or 
the month if desired.    Student Parking 

 
Students need to purchase 

a parking permit to park on 

school grounds. The cost for the  per-

mit is $200.00.  This is a standard fee 

for all of the high schools. Parking 

permits can be purchased from Mr. 

DeCenzo starting the first week of 

school    during all of the lunch shifts 

in the cafeteria. Make your checks 

payable to BWHS. 

      CELL PHONE 
 

Students are permitted to use cell 
phones in the school during non-

instructional times( cafeteria, class changes and 
in the halls).  
 
Cell phone use in classrooms is at teacher 
discretion. 



 
 

 

 

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) is  offering a 
new system,  the Parent Information Management 
(PIM) system, so parents can conveniently request     
updates to their contact phone numbers and e-mail  
addresses. 
 
You may access this online tool via the Web link 
https://webinter.lcps.org/Pim/. 
 
We encourage you to act on correspondence from your child's school where 
updates to phone numbers or e-mails are required by using this simple system. 
If you have more than one student enrolled in Loudoun County Public Schools, 
you will be prompted to submit a change request for each student individually. 
 
All requests to update phone numbers and/or email addresses will be verified 
by the school prior to being updated in the student information system. 
The PIM Web site is designed to permit parents or guardians who are listed as 

the first contact for a student to submit a request to        
update their contact phone numbers and/or e-mail ad-
dresses. If you are not listed as the first  contact in your 
child's record, you will not be able to submit a request to 
update their information using this Web site, at this time. 
You should continue to notify the school in writing of 
changes to your phone  numbers or e-mail addresses. 
  

Please note that the PIM application is designed for the Internet Explorer web 
browser.  You may experience difficulties submitting a PIM request if you use 
a different web browser such as Firefox, Opera or Chrome.  
 
For changes to your physical or U.S. Mail address, please complete the   
address change form and submit your Loudoun County residency   
verification requirements to your child's school. 

                  Parent Information  Management Systems (PIMS) 

https://webinter.lcps.org/Pim/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Student Rights and Responsibilities for 2012-2013 for 

Loudoun County Public Schools will be available to all  

parents and students at www.LCPS.org on the Home Page 

under “Quick Links,”. Parents and students are               

encouraged to read the information on the web site and 

must sign the “Signature Form” that will be sent home on 

the first day of school. High school parents will also        

receive an optional “Release of Directory Information to 

Military Recruiters” Opt-Out Form.  

 

If you need access to a computer or to the internet in      

order to read the document, we invite you to visit our 

school’s media center and read the information online. 

(You may want to include other locations in your school 

and may want to specify times and dates.) Internet access 

is also available at all Loudoun County public libraries.  

 

If you cannot access the information and need a printed copy, 

please notify the school and a copy will be sent to you. 



 

       Change of Address/Phone 
In order to change a home address, a parent/guardian must 

present (in person) a copy of the deed, settlement paperwork, recent  
mortgage statement or lease of the new residence to the Guidance Office. 
  

Parents may change their phone or email information in person at the guid-
ance office or online using the Parent Information System (PIMS). 

                Yearbook Order Information 
If you are interested in ordering a BWHS yearbook please go to the  
following site http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfm/job/13261.                 
or call 1-866-287-3096.    Order #13261 

               NEWSLETTER  INFORMATION 
Due to the cost of paper and postage, all of our newsletters this year 

will be on-line. You can access the newsletters by going to 

www.lcps.org.and click on the newsletter link on the left side of 

the homepage. If you have any questions regarding the newsletter please     

contact Mrs. Lawson at Corina.Lawson@lcps.org 

                       Briar Woods Parent Liaison 
 
Briar Woods Parent Liaison is Sue Spiotto.  Sue is also the Parent Liaison at 
Stone Hill Middle School.  She has been parent liaison for over 5 years.  She has 2 children 
in Loudoun County Public Schools.  Sue continues to be an active member in the schools 
as well as the community. 

You may contact Sue by calling the Briar Woods main office at: 703-957-4400 or emailing 
her at: sue.spiotto@lcps.org Please leave a message if she is not available and she will call 
you back. 

http://cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/pfhs/lib/pfhs/BackpackFlyer.pdf
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfm/job/13261.
http://www.lcps.org.
mailto:sue.spiotto@lcps.org


     
 
 
 
 

Eight Period Bell Schedule 

Time A B 

8:55 A.M. Warning Bell Warning Bell 
  

9:00 A.M. -10:32 A.M. Period 1 Period 5 
  

10:38 A.M. – 12:07 P.M. Period 2 Period 6 – Flex 
  

12:13 P.M. - 2:13 P.M. Period 3/Lunch 
            A – 12:13-12:43 
            B – 12:43-1:13 
            C – 1:13-1:43 
            D – 1:43-2:13 

Period 7/Lunch 
         A – 12:13-12:43 
         B – 12:43-1:13 
         C – 1:13-1:43 
         D – 1:43-2:13 
 

  

2:19 P.M. -3:48 P.M. Period 4 Period 8 
  



 

 

Clothing that exposes the midriff, chest, shoulders, back, or buttocks is 

inappropriate for school and is not permitted.   

Shorts, dresses, and skirts cannot be shorter than mid-thigh. 

Beach attire may not be  worn to school. 

Undergarments may not be worn as outer garments or be overly visi-

ble. 

Clothing or hair that is detrimental to the safety, health, or general  

    welfare of a student is not allowed. 

Shoes must be worn at all times. 

See-through clothing may not be worn. 

Clothing may not contain obscene material or be sexually suggestive,  

     promote the use of alcohol or illegal drugs, or advocate the violation of      

            any law or school policy. 

Wallet chains are prohibited. 

Head apparel such as hats, headbands, bandanas, hoods, etc. may not 

be worn. 

Clothing with improper, suggestive, obscene, vulgar, lewd or racial  

    language is inappropriate. 

Clothing which advertises illegal substances such as tobacco, drugs and  

     alcohol is inappropriate. 

Students who violate this policy are subject to disciplinary action, up 

to and including suspension from school. 



  

The Falcons' Nest 
 
 
 

 

Store Hours: Monday - Friday at 8:30-8:55 a.m.  
  

"The Falcons' Nest" ... The Briar Woods School Store 

_________________________________________________  
 

Contact:  Call Martha Belote at 703-957-4400 or email her to schedule 
your own personal shopping appointment if regular store hours do not 

work with your schedule! 
 

The Falcons' Nest is a School Based Enterprise operated by the          
Marketing Education students at Briar Woods High School. 

  

The Falcons' Nest Accepts Cash or Check payments! 
  

mailto:martha.belote@loudoun.k12.va.us


 

2013 Senior Class Notes 
 
 

Graduation Information 
  

Date: Monday, June 10, 2012  
 At:  7:00 PM 
Where: Patriot Center  - George Mason University 
 

Class of 2012 Officers: 
President:      Logan Ballard 

Vice President: Natasha Wije 

Secretary:     Meghan Bryan 

Treasurer:     Shannon Roivas   

SCA Rep:      Jun Lee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Class Sponsors: 
  

Mrs. Susan James:  susan.james@lcps.org 
 
  

Mrs. Michelle Hoffmann:  michelle.hoffmann@lcps.org 

 
 

mailto:susan.james@loudoun.k12.va.us
mailto:michelle.hoffmann@loudoun.k12.va.us


 

                              Peer Tutoring Program 
 
The Peer Tutoring Program is up and running.  If you student is struggling 

with a particular class we would be happy to help. Please have your student stop by the 

library to see Ms. Clerkin for more details. 

Clinic News Flash... 
To all parents whose children require a medication, such as an inhaler or Epipen, at school... 
 

This is a reminder that the medication forms for this are found on the www.lcps.org under the "For Par-
ents" section. The form must be completed by a physician and parent and must be on file in the 
clinic for any student to have these medications in their possession. 
 
Please contact the school nurse, Gail Le Floch RN at 703-957-4406 if you have any questions. 

        
  
 

To sign-up for Behind-the-Wheel: 
Students must have their Learner's Permit 
Student must have attended a Partner's for Safe Teen Driving seminar 

 
Behind-the-Wheel registration forms are available in the Guidance Office. There are two 
forms for parents and students to sign. Please turn these forms in to Guidance with a 
check for $195 payable to "Briar Woods High School" and a copy of your certificate from 
the Partner's for Safe Teen Driving seminar.  
  
We do not keep the wait list in Guidance.  The wait list can be from 6 months to a 
year long, and is maintained by the HPE department. 
  
If you decide you want a refund, please submit your request in writing.  Include your    
student's name, where they attend school, a mailing address and phone number, 
and please be sure to sign the letter. Unfortunately, an e-mail is not sufficient.  Once we 
receive the letter, it is sent to the Administration Building where they will mail your      
refund directly to your home. It usually takes 10-15 business days. 

http://www.lcps.org


 



 



 

 
 
 

For updated information, schedules, cancellations and 
postponements, or for the 2012-2013 forms needed for 
tryouts, go to the Briar Woods Athletic Boosters website 
at www.bwhsports.org 
 

BWHS Athletic Office: 703-957-4408    FAX: 571-542-5960 
 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR: JERRY CARTER 

ASSISTANT A.D.: DUANE COLEBANK 

TRAINER: JEFF BAILEY 
 
          VACATION POLICY 
 
As stated in the Student Athletic Handbook, page 19,"Vacations by athletic team 
members during a sports season are discouraged. Athletes are required to attend 
all practices/games unless prior approval has been given by the Athletic Director.." 
 

        
                         EXAM WEEK PRACTICE TIMES 
 
During the week of exams one (1) hour practices are permitted. 
  
Note: Athletes should be prepared to practice/play on all other holidays or workdays. 
Any absence from these could be deemed "unexcused" unless first cleared through the 
coach. 
 

javascript:openDisclaimerWindow('http://www.bwhsports.org/')


 

BRIAR WOODS SEASON ATHLETIC PASSES 

 
Apply for a Briar Woods High School Season Pass. These passes are good for all regular     
season home events (does not include playoff or tournament games) at Briar Woods High 
School  during the 2012-2013 school year.  
 
If you attend all Briar Woods home games this year, you will spend $400.00 per person on tickets. 
Season passes can lead to a tremendous saving, especially if you have children involved in        
multiple sports. 
 
To apply for a season pass, simply fill out the order form shown below and make all checks      
payable to Briar Woods High School. Completed order forms should be returned by mail or in    
person to the athletic department. Take advantage of this limited time offer. Get yours Today!!  
 

NO SEASON PASSES WILL BE SOLD AT ATHLETIC EVENTS!! 
-Season passes entitle the person whose name appears on the pass to admittance to any regular 
season home athletic event. (personal I.D. must be presented with pass). 
-The no re-entry rule will apply to season ticket holders and the season pass is non-transferable.  
-Any misuse of the pass may result in revocation without refund.  There will be a $5.00 
replacement fee for any lost cards. 
 

       For further information, contact the Athletic Department at (703)-957-4408. 
 

*PASS MUST BE PRESENTED AT EVENT FOR ADMITTANCE* 
 

Family Plan: $200.00 (TWO (2) ADULTS & FOUR (4) STUDENTS MAXIMUM ON FAMILY PLAN) 
 
Adult #1: ____________________________  Adult #2:     ______________________________ 
                            (please print)                                                  (please print)                                                            
Student #1: __________________________ Student # 2 ______________________________ 
                             (please print)                                                 (please print)                                                    
Student #3: __________________________ Student #4  ______________________________ 
                             (please print)                                                  (please print)                                                     

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Adult/Student Plan Only: $100.00 (1 Adult or 1 Student) 

Pass #:_______________________________(Office Use Only) 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Home address and phone number (best available) for one of the adults. 
 

Home Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Make Check payable to BWHS and mail to: Jerry Carter, Athletic Department, 22525 Belmont Ridge Rd., 

Ashburn, Va. 20148 

 

*Applications will be processed as quickly as possible, but allow 3 days. You can come by Briar Woods 

and pick them up or they can be picked up at the Pass Gate at the first contest you attend! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                                     
 

    

   20012– 2013 Guidance Staff  
 

                    Dave Royhab    Guidance Director 
 
              Susan James                 Counselor for seniors: A – Ce 

                            Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: A – Cor 
 

      Evan Rodgers                Counselor for seniors: Ch– Ge 
                              Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: Cos- G 
 
     Beth Dekenipp            Counselor for seniors: Gh - Kc 
                                                           Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: H – Lee 
 
              Edna Rivera                  Counselor for ELL Students: A - Z 
                                                       Counselor for seniors: Kh - O 
                                                       Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11:  Lef- Oj 
     
     Shannon Powell         Counselor for seniors: P-  Sh 
                                                       Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: Ol - Sh 
 
     Michelle Hoffmann     Counselor for seniors: Si – Z 
                               Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: Si – Z 
 
               Jan Develli        Career Resource Specialist  
 
     Melissa Pumphrey       Guidance Secretary 
              Corina Lawson             Guidance Secretary 

Guidance departments often adjust counselor/student assignments as school populations grow and shift. However, 

we feel that it is very important for seniors to retain the same counselor from last school year, and we organize our 

assignments to facilitate this goal. Thank you for your understanding as Briar Woods continues to grow! 

 

* Mrs. Powell will be out until October 1, 2012.  We are pleased to announce that Mrs. Powell's long-term         

substitute is Michele Havener. Ms. Havener is a retired Briar Woods High School assistant principal, and a former 

LCPS guidance director, counselor, and music teacher.  Welcome back Ms. Havener!! 

mailto:michele.havener@lcps.org


 

                                Work Permits 
 
Fourteen and fifteen-year-old students who are offered employment may   obtain work 
permits at BWHS by following these steps: 
 

Students may pick-up work permit applications in the guidance office.   
Parent or Guardian must completes the pink form and sign it in front of a notary or in 
front of Mrs. Pumphrey or Mrs. Lawson in the Guidance Office. 
The student's new employer must complete the employer section of the application 
(the white form). 
If the student is interested in working at or near a pool please speak with either     
Mrs. Pumphrey or Mrs. Lawson ( in Guidance) first as regulations may have changed. 

 
 *Students sixteen-year-of-age or older are not required to have work permits. 

      2012-2013 Schedule Distributions 
 

Schedules for Freshmen will be distributed to freshmen at the    

Freshman Orientation event on August 23, 2012. 

 

Schedules for 10
th

, 11
th

, and 12
th

 grade students will be mailed on 

August 22, 2012. 

 

These are the only times schedules will be available before the first 

day of school.  Please note that schedules distributed before school  

begins are not official and are subject to change.  Students will receive 

another copy of their schedules on the first day of school. 

 
Please read this important note regarding course selection changes:   

Students and parents began the course selection process in February 

2012.  The deadline to make any changes to their course    selections 

was June 15, 2012.  We cannot make any schedule changes at this 

time unless a student presents extenuating circumstances to do so.  

 

* Please note that requests for teachers cannot be honored. 



 



 

                  Post-Secondary Planning Events for Seniors 
 

Fall College Information Night for Seniors & Parents, September 24 at 6:00pm 
Our annual Fall College Information Night for Seniors & Parents is schedule 
for September 24 and will begin promptly at 6:00pm in the BWHS cafeteria.  
We will be covering the college application packet and procedures specific to 
Briar Woods High School.  Please note that this is the same date as the Junior & Senior 
Back-to-School Night which will begin at 7:00pm. 
 
Guidance Presentations to Senior English Classes 
On September 25 - 28, counselors will visit 12th grade English classes to review 
post-secondary planning and the college application process. 
 
Senior Interviews 
During the month of October, counselors will meet individually with each sen-
ior to further review their post-secondary plans. 

                 Post-Secondary Planning Events for Juniors 
 

Fall College Information Night for Juniors & Parents, November 7 at 7:00pm 
The primary focus for this event will be helping juniors begin planning for the 
college search and selection process.  It is our goal that every junior has a post-
secondary plan in place by the beginning of their senior year – and this event 
will help them (and you!) get started. 
 
Guidance Presentations to Junior English Classes 
On November 7 – 12, counselors will meet with juniors during English classes 
to review the post-secondary planning process. 



    

           2012-2013 Report Card Dates 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to increase communication and to keep parents informed, here are the 

dates that report cards will be distributed to the students.  

Marking Period  End of Marking  
       Period 

Report Cards  
  Distributed 

Marking Period 1 November  2 November  14 

Marking Period 2 January  17 January  30 

Marking Period 3 March 22 April  10 

Marking Period 4 June  6 June 12 - mailed 

   HOMEWORK  REQUESTS 
 
The guidance office will gather work for any student who is out of school 
for three or more consecutive days due to an excused absence. Please 

contact the guidance office to make a request. Please call in the morning 

before 9:00am - collecting work often takes a full school day. 
  
Also, please be sure to check the teachers web page as sometimes       
homework is posted online. To contact the guidance  
office call 703-957-4402. 



LCPS Grading Scale & AP Weighting 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

          
 

 

 

Letter Grade Numerical Grade Quality Points 

A+ 98 – 100 4.3 

A 93 – 97 4.0 

A- 90 – 92 3.7 

B+ 87 – 89 3.3 

B 83 – 86 3.0 

B- 80 – 82 2.7 

C+ 77 – 79 2.3 

C 73 – 76 2.0 

C- 70 – 72 1.7 

D+ 67 – 69 1.3 

D 63 – 66 1.0 

D- 60 – 62 0.7 

F 59 & below 0.0 

Courses Weighted by 1.0 Quality Point: 
 

 All AP courses 
 

Courses Weighted by 0.5 Quality Point: 
 

 All Academy of Science courses 
 
 English 9 Honors 
 English 10 Honors 
 English 11 Honors 
 
 Pre AP World History 1 
 
 Earth Science honors 
 Biology Honors 
 Independent Research Science 
 
 Algebra 2 w/ Trig 
 Math Analysis 
      
 Level 4 & 5 foreign languages 
 
 LCPS Dual Enrollment courses (that have been preapproved) 
                                              
 NOVA College courses preapproved by BWHS Guidance for dual enrollment credit 
 
     Note:  LCPS does not provide un-weighted GPA’s, report cards, or transcripts 



 

 

 

 

 

 

           Transfer/Withdrawal from Briar Woods High School 
  
In order to withdraw from Briar Woods, a parent/guardian must come to the Guidance 
Office to sign a withdrawal form and provide information about the family's new address. 
 
On the last two days of attendance at Briar Woods, students will return all school-issued 
books and materials to school staff. Once all faculty and staff signatures have been         
obtained, the student will be issued a withdrawal slip to take with them to their new 
school. 
  
For more information, contact Mrs. Pumphrey or Mrs. Lawson  in the Guidance Office at  
703-957-4402. 

                PEER Counselors 

 
Often students can benefit from talking to a fellow student. PEER students are 

trained to listen and to determine when student problems require more professional inter-
vention. Students can refer themselves or friends who are having various   problems.   
Contact  Mrs. Hoffmann in the guidance department for more details. 

                                                   SENIORS TRANSCRIPTS 
 
Transcript release forms are available in the Guidance office or you can print them off 
the BWHS Guidance page. 
 
Use this form to have your transcript sent to colleges, universities, and scholarship pro-
grams.  Students are charged $3.00 per request. 

                                ATTENTION FRESHMEN 
 
Freshmen interested in running for class office must complete an application by      

August 31. They are available on the SCA website, at the freshman parent meeting, and at 
freshman orientation. 
  
Freshman tee shirts will be available at the freshman parent meeting and at freshman orienta-
tion for $10. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Career Resource Center is designed to support students and parents 
with information on college, scholarships, grants, financial aid, SAT and 
ACT registration, vocational and military training opportunities and part 
time job opportunities. 
 
Our Career Resource Assistant is Jan Develli.  She can be reached at       
703-957-4402 or by email at:   Janet.Develli@lcps.org  

 
 
 
 
Fall is the season for college visits!  College representatives will be visiting the 
Career Center to provide students with information and answer your ques-
tions. 
  
Visits are open to all juniors and seniors.  If a college visit fills up 
quickly, seniors have priority. 
  
Please note the college visit registration procedures: 

College visits are advertised on the morning announcements.  They 
will also be posted in the Career Center, on this webpage, and 
on Family Connection.  
Students must register to attend a visit using Family Connection or 
by registering in advance in the Career Center.  
The maximum number of visits per student is five.  
Class work come first!  Your teacher will determine if you are allowed 
to leave class.  If you can't attend a visit please see Mrs. Develli for 
information. 

 
We are in the process of setting up our college visits for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  Please check back soon! 

mailto:Janet.Develli@lcps.org
http://cmsweb1.lcps.org/50997928114834/site/default.asp


 



          

 

          

       SAT & ACT Dates & Deadline for 2012-2013 

 
Both the SAT and ACT tests are administered on nationally standardized dates 
and require advanced registration. 
  
Students may register on-line or may obtain paper registration materials from the 
guidance office.  Registration and study information is available at 
www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org for the ACT. Students  
should register at least six weeks in advance of the tests. The Briar Woods 
High School SAT & ACT code number is 470-061.  You will use this code 
when registering. 
 
Students usually register for the SAT or ACT in their junior year and repeat the 
test in the senior year. Some students elect to take both the SAT and ACT. 
 
Most colleges require SAT or ACT for college admissions. Some colleges also  
require certain SAT Subject Tests for admissions or placement. Students should 
check with all of the colleges to which they plan to apply to determine which 
tests are required and preferred. 
  
The ACT is different than the SAT in that it tests a student’s educational           
development in four distinct areas: English, Math, Reading and Science. Some 
students feel that the ACT is better suited for their individual strengths than the 
SAT.  While it is not as popular with students in this part of the country as the 
SAT, most colleges will accept either test. 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


 SAT AND ACT TEST DATES AND TEST CENTERS 

The dates and test centers listed below are not official  - check the SAT & 
ACT websites for official dates and test center locations. On-line registration informa-
tion is available at www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org for the 
ACT. Hard-copy registration materials will be available in the Career Center. 
 
SAT 
      October 6: SAT and SAT Subject Tests at Stone Bridge, Freedom & Tuscarora High School 
      November 3: SAT and SAT Subject Tests at Potomac Falls High School  
      December 1: SAT and SAT Subject Tests at Potomac Falls & Loudoun County High School  
      January 26: SAT and SAT Subject Tests at Loudoun Valley High School  
       March 9: SAT at Briar Woods High School  
       May 4: SAT and SAT Subject Tests at Broad Run and Woodgrove High School  
      June 1: SAT and SAT Subject Tests at  Park View High School 
 
ACT 
     September 8: ( no Loudoun location ) 
     October 27: Woodgrove High School  
     December 8: Briar Woods High School 
     February 9: Dominion High School 
     April 13:  Broad Run High School 
     June 8: (no Loudoun location) 

 

SAT Online Prep Course 
Briar Woods High School now offers a .5 credit/one semester SAT Prep course built into our  
schedule for students in grades 10, 11 and 12. The course is based on the “SAT Online Prep 
Course” produced by the CollegeBoard.  
 
Students may also take the course independent of teacher instruction free of charge (this option is 
available to all students, including freshmen). 
 

Students will have the option to: 
1)  Take the official full-length pre-test. Find out where you need to focus your study. 
2)  Work through the lessons and quizzes. Review key concepts, learn approaches, and practice              
      with lesson quizzes. 
3)  Take the practice quizzes. Take a practice quiz and learn through detailed explanations. 
4)  Take an official full-length practice test. Take an official practice test and identify the concepts   
      and skills you may need to review or practice further. 
5)  Take another official practice test. Take an additional official practice test and view an analysis   
      of your performance. 
 
*To access this program, log onto the Briar Woods website and follow the guidance link to “SAT 
Online Prep  Course.”  Then enter our school code:  470061.   
Select "Independent Study" to begin your session.  

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


 



 



 



 



 



 
   



 



 



        Briar Woods High School 
              22525 Belmont Ridge Road 
                  Ashburn, VA  20148 

                                                   Administration 
 
                  Mr. Edward Starzenski            Principal 
                  Dr. Tammy Brock            Assistant Principal 
                  Mr. Chris O’Rourke                Assistant Principal 
                  Dr. Drew Pendleton               Assistant Principal 
                  Mr. Jerry Carter            Athletic Director 
                  Mr. David Royhab                  Guidance Director 
                  Mrs. Kristin Develli            Activity Coordinator 

 

                                            Office Staff 
 
                  Ms.  Bayles           Secretary to Principal 
                 Mrs. Marsha Gobrecht       Main Office Secretary 
                  Mrs. Altland                    Athletic Secretary 
                  Mrs. Smith           Book Keeper 
                  Mrs. Calder                      Attendance Secretary 
                  Mrs. LeFloch                    Nurse 
                  Mrs. Pumphrey                 Guidance Secretary 
                  Mrs. Lawson                     Guidance Secretary 

 

              Main Office:                 703-957-4400 
           Attendance Office:         703-957-4409 
           Guidance Office:      703-957-4402 

LCPS shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,religion, age, disability, or sex in the 
educational program or activities.It is the intent of LCPS to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law 
in making certain that discrimination does not exist in its policies, regulations, andoperations. Grievance 
procedures for Title IX and Section 504 have been established for students, their parents, and employees 
who feel discrimination has been shown by the school division. 
 
All students attending LCPS have the opportunity to participate in educational programs and activities     
including, but not limited to, health and physical education, music, and vocational and technical education. 
Educational programs and services will be designed to meet the varying needs of all students and will not 
discriminate against any individual for reasons of race, color, national origin, religion, age, disability, or sex. 
Specific complaints of alleged discrimination under Title IX (gender) and Section 504 (disability) should be 
referred to: 
 
• Title IX Coordinator: Dr. Mary Ann Hardebeck  
Assistant Superintendent for Personnel Services 
21000 Education Court, Ashburn,VA 20148  
571–252–1100 
• Section 504 Coordinator: John Lody 
Director, Diagnostic and Prevention Services 
21000 Education Court, Ashburn,VA 20148  
571–252–1013 


